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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR SANU'S MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY 
FEBRUARY 10 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: FEBRUARY 10, AMBASSADOR SANU HAD 20 
MINUTE MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY. MEETING ARRANGED AT 
SANU'S REQUEST. SANU DELIVERED LETTER FROM EXTAFF COM 
MISSIONER GARBA LARGELY DEVOTED TO SOUTHERN AFRICA AND 
MOST OF CONVERSATION CONCERNED NEED FOR FURTHER INITIATIVES 
IN THAT AREA. SANU SAID NIGERIA SUPPORTED RESUMPTION OF 
GENEVA CONFERENCE AND REQUESTED THAT FMG BE KEPT INFORMED 
OF US VIEWS AND PROPOSALS REGARDING SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE 
SECRETARY MADE A VERY GENERAL COMMITMENT TO STAY IN TOUCH 
WITH THE FMG ON THIS POINT. THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE MEETING 
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WAS EXTREMELY CORDIAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. FEBRUARY 10. THE SECRETARY RECEIVED NIGERIAN AMBASSA- 
DOR SANU AND MINISTER-COUNSELOR OBE. REQUEST FOR MEETING 
ORIGINALLY MADE IN NOTE DATED JANUARY 24, CONVEYING A 
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM OBASANJO TO PRESIDENT. REQUEST 
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WAS REITERATED FEBRUARY 7 AFTER NIGERIAN EMBASSY HAD RE- 
CEIVED A COPY OF LETTER DATED JANUARY 28 FROM COMMISSIONER 
GARBA TO SECRETARY. TEXT BY SEPTEL. ACTING ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SEELYE AND AF/W DIRECTOR ALSO PRESENT. 

3. AFTER INITIAL COURTESIES, SANU OPENED MEETING BY 
SAYING HE WAS RETURNING TO LAGOS ON CONSULTATION IN NEAR 
FUTURE AND WISHED TO REPORT HE HAD SEEN SECRETARY. HE 
ALSO WISHED DELIVER A LETTER FROM COMMISSIONER GARBA. 
SECRETARY ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF LETTER, EXPRESSED HOPE 
TO SEE GARBA SOON, AND SAID HE WOULD REPLY TO LETTER AT 
LATER DATE. 

4. SANU SAID NIGERIA WAS GREATLY CONCERNED BY SITUATION 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. SECRETARY EMPHASIZED US SHARED THIS 
CONCERN AND REFERRED TO HIS TESTIMONY THAT MORNING IN SUP- 
PORT OF REPEAL OF BYRD AMENDMENT. SECRETARY SAID HE WAS 
CONFIDENT BILL WOULD PASS SENATE AND THOUGHT THERE WAS A 
GOOD CHANCE BILL WOULD PASS HOUSE. HE NOTED THE SYMBOLIC 
IMPORTANCE OF THE REPEAL OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT IN AFRICA. 

5. SANU NOTED FOREIGN MINISTERS OF OAU WOULD MEET SHORT 
LY IN TOGO (28TH SESSION OF OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
SCHEDULED FEBRUARY 21-28 IN LOME). SANU REQUESTED THAT 
NIGERIA BE INFORMED OF ANY PROPOSALS US PLANNED TO MAKE IN 
NEAR FUTURE SO THAT FMG COULD SHAPE THE POSITION IT WOULD 
TAKE AT OAU MEETING ACCORDINGLY. 

6. SECRETARY REPLIED THAT USG IS EXAMINING SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN SITUATION. HE SAID US HAD BENEFITED FROM TWO DAYS 
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OF CONVERSATION WITH IVOR RICHARD AND AGREED WITH RICH 
ARD ON NECESSITY TO GET GENEVA CONFERENCE UNDERWAY AGAIN. 
SECRETARY SAID WE WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH FMG WHEN WE HAD 
FRESH PROPOSALS TO MAKE, BUT CAUTIONED THAT HE COULD NOT 
BE PRECISE REGARDING THE TIMING OF THESE PROPOSALS. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT WE HAVE NOT GIVEN UP HOPE WITH REGARD TO 
GENEVA CONFERENCE AND CHARACTERIZED IT AS "CRITICALLY IM- 
PORTANT." 

7. SANU RECALLED ACTIVE ROLE TAKEN BY NIGERIAN REP AT 
GENEVA AND SAID NIGERIA STILL SUPPORTS CONCEPT OF CON- 
FERENCE. 

8. SANU ASKED IF US REGARDED RHODESIAN PROBLEM AS MORE 
URGENT THAN NAMIBIA. SANU SAID HE THOUGHT NAMIBIAN SITUA- 
TION WAS BEING ALLOWED TO STAGNATE AND THAT THE LONGER A 
SOLUTION TO THE NAMIBIAN SITUATION WERE DELAYED, THE MORE 
TIME SOUTH AFRICA HAD TO FIND A UNILATERAL SOLUTION. SANU 
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WARNED THAT PROLONGED DELAY WOULD LEAD TO A REPETITION OF 
ANGOLAN DEVELOPMENTS IN NAMIBIA. SANU CONCLUDED THAT 
NIGERIA HAD THOUGHT US WAS NOT PRESSING VORSTER HARD 
ENOUGH ON NAMIBIA. THIS WAS ONE OF DIFFICULTIES NIGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS HAD WITH US POSITION. 

9. SECRETARY ASKED IF SANU THOUGHT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE 
TO GET SWAPO TO COOPERATE WITH OTHER AUTHENTIC REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF NAMIBIA. SANU REPLIED THAT ANY PROPOSALS ON 
THIS POINT HAD BEEN MADE INFORMALLY AND OUTSIDE THE ESTA- 
BLISHED FRAMEWORK OF DISCUSSIONS ON NAMIBIA. SANU EMPHA- 
SIZED THAT IF THERE WERE A FIRM US POSITION ON NAMIBIA, 

IT WOULD BE EASIER FOR GOVERNMENTS LIKE THE FMG TO AP 
PROACH SWAPO AND EXPLORE ITS POSITION. SECRETARY AGREED 
THAT NAMIBIAN SITUATION COULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO STAGNATE 
AND PROMISED TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH SANU ON THIS POINT. 

10. SANU SAID GARBA WISHED TO CONTINUE EXCHANGE MESSAGES 
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WITH SECRETARY. THE SECRETARY AGREED AND THANKED SANU 
FOR WARM RECEPTION ACCORDED AMBASSADOR YOUNG. SANU RE- 
PLIED THAT RECEPTION ACCORDED AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS SIGN OF 
NIGERIANS' DESIRE FOR BETTER RELATIONS WITH US. SANU SAID 
CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION HAD GIVEN NIGERIA CHANCE TO 
DEMONSTRATE ITS DESIRE FOR BETTER RELATIONS. SECRETARY 
SAID US WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA AND WOULD DO 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO BRING THEM ABOUT. 

1 1. IN CONCLUSION, SANU SAID SECRETARY SHOULD BE AWARE 
THAT NIGERIAN PEOPLE HAVE STRONG VIEWS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA 
WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BY ANY NIGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT. SECRETARY REPLIED BY EMPHASIZING ADMINISTRA- 
TION'S SUPPORT FOR MAJORITY RULE IN SOUTHERNAFRICA; ITS 
OPPOSITION TO AN "INTERNAL SOLUTION ITS DESIRE FOR AN 
EARLY, PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE AREA; AND 
THE DEPTH AND STRENGTH OF US COMMITMENT TO THESE POINTS. 
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